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Parkland hero 
epitomizes 
coaches 

Mike Bianchi, Cl 

Tribute to 
Rogers will 
bring tears 

Hal Boedeker, FI 




Brooklyn spot 
on with coffee, 
less with food 

Lauren Delgado, F6 



TRAVEL & ARTS 

A perfect 
beach for 
everyone 

Head west and you’ll find a 
stretch of sand for every 
mood along Pinellas County’s 
Gulf Coast peninsula. FI 
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CONVERSATIONS 

The newest episodes of 
the Orlando Sentinel 
Conversations podcast 
are live. In them, we 
discuss the importance 
of the “Black Panther” 
movie and talk to two 
Culinary Hall of Fame 
honorees. Find the epi¬ 
sodes in iTunes or 
Google Play. 


Weather 

8 A.M.: 65° 

2 P.M.: 84° 

5 P.M.: 82° 

Chance of rain: 0% 

Weather Report, C12 
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News Now 

LOCAL & STATE 

♦ Lake County 
schools are ensuring 
elementary students can 
have a music and art 
teacher, and saving 
taxpayers millions in the 
process. B1 

♦ Budding scien¬ 
tists put their Rube 
Goldberg contraptions 
to the test at the Orlando 
Science Center. B1 

♦ A Brevard County 
deputy is killed in a 
crash with a tractor- 
trailer. B2 

NATION & WORLD 

♦ The U.S. national 
SECURITY ADVISER says 
there is “incontrovert¬ 
ible” evidence Russia 
meddled in the 2016 
election. A16 

SPORTS 

♦ Orlando City 

midfielder Josue 
Colman should return to 
training this week. Cl 

PEOPLE & ARTS 

♦ Watching the 
latest touring produc¬ 
tion of “The Lion King,” 
Matt Palm says it’s easy 
to see why Broadway’s 
third longest-running 
show endures. A2 


Tragedy stuns family 
who boarded Cruz 
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Kimberly and James Snead, the family that let Parkland school shooter Nikolas Cruz live in their home, 
recount the day of the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High that left 17 students and staff dead. 


‘We had this monster living under our roof 


By Paula McMahon 

StaffWriter 

Nikolas Cruz was immature, 
quirky and depressed when 
James and Kimberly Snead took 
him into their home. But he was 
pleasant and seemed to be 
growing happier, they said. 

How the 19-year-old turned 
into a alleged killer still baffles 
them. 

“We had this monster living 
under our roof and we didn’t 


■ Accused shooter had legal 
means to purchase rifle, A3 

know,” Kimberly Snead told the 
Sentinel in an exclusive inter¬ 
view Saturday. “We didn’t see 
this side of him.” 

“Everything everybody 
seems to know, we didn’t know,” 
James Snead said. “It’s as simple 
as that.” 

Cruz still lived with the 
Sneads on Wednesday when he 
allegedly walked into Marjory 


Stoneman Douglas High School 
with an AR-15 rifle and killed 17 
people. 

The Sneads’ son had asked 
whether his friend Cruz could 
move into their home last 
Thanksgiving. Cruz’s mother 
died of pneumonia Nov. \ leav¬ 
ing him without parents. He 
stayed briefly with a friend in 
the Lantana area but wanted to 
move on. 

Please turn to CRUZ, A3 


Quiet zones mean trains will toot less 


By Kevin Spear | staffwriter 

Central Florida residents may in the coming 
year begin to appreciate notes of nostalgia when 
trains chug through the region, trumpeting over 
and over their melody of two long blasts, a short 
and a long. 

That’s because Orange and Seminole counties, 
their cities and Kissimmee are on track to finish 
what they started many years ago, establishing 
“quiet zones” at dozens of safety-enhanced cross¬ 
ings where engineers will no longer blow their 
horns unless danger arises. 

“We have a lot of crossings,” Maidand city 
manager Sharon Anselmo said. “You can hear the 
horns going from one side of the city to the other.” 

While many crossings will get upgrades this 
year, uncertainty remains about the timing — 
whether weeks or months — of final federal 
approval required to go live with quiet zones. 

Kissimmee officials expect to activate quiet 

Please turn to TRAINS, A19 
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At dozens of safety-enhanced crossings, like this 
one at Florida Hospital, train engineers will no 
longer blow their horns unless danger arises. 


Home 
sales climb 
east, west 
of Orlando 

By Mary Shanklin 

Staffwriter 

The hot spot driving the greatest 
share of home sales in the core Or¬ 
lando market sits atop former citrus 
groves nestled between historic 
Winter Garden and Disney theme 
parks, new data shows. 

Winter Garden, with its century- 
old downtown buildings and bike 
trail, had 40 percent more sales last 
year than any other ZIP code within 
an area of mostly Orange and Semi¬ 
nole counties, according to data 
from the Orlando Regional Realtor 
Association. The trend has been fu¬ 
eled with new Horizon West com¬ 
munities such as Hamlin and Inde¬ 
pendence, brokers say. 

Other top-selling pockets include 
Oviedo in east Seminole County, 
Waterford Lakes in east Orange and 
Windermere in southwest Orange 
County, according to an analysis of 
last year’s Orlando-area home sales 

Please turn to HOMES, A20 


NASCAR’s 
future stars 
go high-tech 

By George Diaz 

Staffwriter 

DAYTONA BEACH - Many 
kids these days are obsessed by vir¬ 
tual reality. It’s a 24-7 hookup, de¬ 
spite the exasperated cries of “no 
electronics!” from parents just hop¬ 
ing to get a 15-minute dinner break. 

But what if your kid looked at 
you and insisted there were prag¬ 
matic applications in play? what if 
this virtual world was simply a por¬ 
tal into a career with seven-figure 
earnings potential? 

The NASCAR Cup Series is the 
highest-paying gig in stock-car rac¬ 
ing But a few tiers down, iRacing 
simulators are giving rise to the 
stars of tomorrow. 

William Byron, all of 20, will be 
among the 40 select drivers who 
will rev their engines for the 60th 
running of the Daytona 500 at Day¬ 
tona International Speedway this 

Please turn to FUTURE, A20 


More NASCAR 

■ The youth movement is in full 
swing in the Cup series, Cl 

■ Dayton 500 lineup, C6 

■ Past Daytona 500 winners, as 
seen on Sentinel sports pages, C7 

■ Tyler Reddick wins the Xfinity 
Series season opener in the clos¬ 
est finish in NASCAR history, C8 



EALTHCARE IS 

OW AS EASY AS 

ALL.CUCK OR COME IN. 


'HI i I 1 


Ci Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource. 


©2018 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company 























































